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of self-confusing thoughts and self-debasing tempta-
tions. Were he a saint he would not have acted by
desire (Usan). But he was a progressive man of know-
ledge and could dare interpret the inner and sacred
significance of the sacrifice and adapted it to the cir-
cumstances of his stage in life and to the quality of
the Pundits he had to satisfy with gifts.
There is in him evidently a sense of attachment
to his wealth. Naturally, Nachiketas fears that his
father may not sacrifice his only son, under the cloak
of assumed righteousness and the high-sounding
ideology that no father has the right over his son's
life to sacrifice it for fulfilling his own personal ambi-
tions.
You need not consider this as a very far-fetched
interpretation. Human mind is capable of even
greater self-deceptions. When a challenge comes in
life we yield to the temptation knowing full well that
we have fallen from the heights of perfections which
we have chosen to follow, and in all such cases our
mind is faithful ally to sabotage us from within and
always provides us with irrefutable arguments to
justify our own lapses !
To the old man, the young boy's insistence was
unbearable. At first the father ignored the repeti-
tion ; probably the old man might have scolded the
boy and ordered him, "shut up*\ But, on repeating
fear the third time, in sheer despair and disgust at the
nuisance, the father in a harmless curse burst out,